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~ ALABAMA EDUCATIONAL CRISIS MUST BE FACED NOW 


By John Newton Baker 
Director, A.P.I. News Bureau 


Editor’s Note: In this issue the Auburn Alumnews joins 
all of Alabama’s public school forces in the presentation of 
Alabama's educational needs for public consideration. School 
officers everywhere—elementary, secondary, and college levels— 
have no quarrel with the Alabama legislature. The current pro- 
gram is not one of “political pressure” but of public enlighten- 
ment concerning the total edutational picture. 


Education in Alabama today is engaged in an unprece- 


and administrative task. 
Ineffective, unprepared teach- 
ers are giving haphazard, sub- 
standard instruction. Permanent 
and temporary plant facilities 
are overflowing but additional 
expansion is impossible until 
funds are provided. Research is 


struction of our school system un- 
less action is taken immediately. 
Our neighboring state of Tennes- 
see has just passed a 3% sales 
tax, with all proceeds to go to 
education. Florida has always 
paid its teachers better salaries 
than Alabama. Georgia is taking 
steps to protect and improve its 


dented struggle for survival. It is faced with the tremendous 
problem of educating far more students than ever before 
at both lower and higher levels. Teachers are leaving the 
profession for Signe jobs. Many 
of those remaining in . teaching will be in for, another waiting 
are going to nel gh hboring states he 
where they are gee substantial-| And all the schools—elemen- 
ly higher sal: The exodus | tary, secondary, college—are hav- 
ae n become a mass one un-| img to use a greatly inflated dol- 
Fo ething is done, lar to purchase products of great- 
The picture in the elementary ay Wetieted. value. 
and secondary public schools is| Such was the situation on Fri- 
one of critical shortages and dis-|4ay, April 4 when some 200 city 
heartening deficiencies. Forty-|@md county high school super- 
fiye thousand Alabama children|imtendents, state college presi- 
between the ages of six and 18] ents, and representatives of al- 
aré not in a school of any kind. lied educational groups and many 
The lower schools need 8,000 new | imterested citizens met in Mont- 
ela >; and 1.000 new buses.|80Mery at the call of State Su- 
Te; uncommon to see 90|Perintendent of Education Austin 
upils jammed like wooden sol-|®. Meadows. 
diérs into a bus built for 48. The meeting was to discuss 
Vocational education, public} the situation and recommend ac- 
scl rograms. for crippled} tion. For several hours the group 
chil ind adults, the vital| deliberated on the advisability of 
teacher retirement program, free] urging an immediate. special ses- 
textb for grades through/sion compared to the plan of 
junior high school, and adminis-| waiting for the regular session 
trati and operation of the state} May 5. 
Depart of Education—all of 5 ' ‘ 
these adjuncts to good education}, Finally, the predominant $k OP 
are at stake in Alabama today. ion began to make itself felt. 
In the state teacher’s colleges Clarence Danniley, Superintend- 
and at Alabama and Auburn one &t of. Education, ;. Montgomery 
finds authorities faced with an County, spoke forcefully: ah aeee 
equally distressing educational the deterioration if not the de- 


hamstrung for lack of money. 
Student activities are Suffering 
at many of the colleges because 
of insufficient personnel to di- 
rect and inadequate space for 
activities. The teaching loads are 
So heavy that good instruction at 
professional levels is nearly im- 
possible, 

Administrators of colleges 
@re talking in terms of in- 
creased fees and restricted en- 
rollments, If this becomes nec- 
essary, then the veterans who 
have already had their educa- 
tion delayed by several years 


educational gains. We need a spe- 
cial session immediately.” 

S. Baxter, Dothan added, “I 
wish to urge that this group go 
on record today as asking the 
legislature to meet at once to 
consider the total education pic- 
ture.” 

Mr. Frank Grove, Secretary, 
Alabama Education Association, 
told the assembled educators that 
his organization was on record as 
favoring a special session. 

Mrs. M. P. Walker, Tuscaloosa, 
State Parent Teacher’s Associa- 


FINANCIAL FACTS 


Below, in brief, is the financial picture of the requests 
by Alabama Education, and the recommendations by 
the Interim Committee on Finance and Taxation. 


Total Increase Requested 


by lower and higher education ————...-_-__- .. $22,730,776.00 


Total Increase Recornmended 


by Finance & Taxation Comm. ‘i $16,684,037.00 


Total Deficit ~ 


————$—_——_-_—- 


_ $ 6,046,739.00 


Capital Outlay Recommendations 


By Interim Committee on 
‘ Education 
By Interim Committee on 


* Finance & Taxation o.oo 


_.. $15,000,000.00 Annually 


$10,500,000.00—Single 
Appropriation 


Postmaster: Postage for Form 3578S Guaranteed 


AUBURN ALUMNEWS 


Alabama Polytechnic Institute, April, 1947, 


Educators from all over Alabama were called to Monigomery recently to discuss the problem 


of securing additional funds from the legislature to properly finance Alabama education. Oke. or he : 


Austin R. Meadows, state superintendent, is shown above addressing the group. (Photo b 


Ziegler.) < ; 
ALABAMA EDUCATIONAL PICTURE - 
Educational Agency . Requested DepartmentCommittee Recommended Deficit 
1947-48 1947-48 1947-48 
Alabama College $ 460,000.00 $. 400,000.00 $ 60,000.00 
A-P.I. Maintenance $2,250,000,00 1,000,000.00 - - $1,250,000.00 
A.P.I. Ext. Service — 410,000.00 “ 300,000.00 110,000.00 
U. of Ala. Maintenance 2,298,597.00 1,150,000.00 1,148,597.00 
Five State Teacher’s ae : . 
Colleges (Total) 1,217,905.00 1,054,000.00 163,905.00 
Minimum Program (Elem. ef eee 
& Secondary Schools) 39,575,500.00 38,000,000.00 1,575,500.00 
Free Text Books 1,500,000.00 325,000.00. 1,175,000.00 
Vocational Educ. 2,052,800.00 1,253,000.00 799,800.00 
Teacher’s Retirement 2,005,854.00 1,634,000.00 371,854.00 
TOTALS. $51,770,656.00 $45,116,000.00 _ $6,654,656.00 


tion, pledged the es si of the 
P.T.A. 

Supt. John Bryan, Jefferson 
County Schools, Birmingham, 
presented the results of-a survey 
which he said showed that a clear 
majority of both Senators and 
Representatives would back the 
teachers in their efforts for a 
special session for education. 

But not all weré for a special 
session. Typical of the few com- 
ments from those who considered 
a special session ill-advised were 
the remarks of C. A. Donahoo, 
Superintendent of Gadsden Pub- 
lic Schools. Supt. Donahoo warn- 
ed that a special session might 
very well end in fruitless debate 
and deliberation and do more 
harm than good to the cause of 
education. 

But the speech which crys- 
tallized the thinking of a ma- 
jority of the group present was. 
made by Mr. C. B. Gilmore, 
Grove Hill attorney. who is 

“(Continued on page 8) — 
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Meadows Appoints Citizen's Committee 
To Inform Public of Education Problems 


Below is the Citizen’s Committee snpateiad by Dr. Austin 
R. Meadows to supervise the statewide public relations pro-. 
gram in bringing the total educational picture fo the attention es 
of all Alabamians. 


1, Ernest Stone—AEA President and City Supt., Jacksonville, — 
2. S. M. Tharpe—Supt. Baldwin County Schools. 
3. 


C. B. Gilmore—Grove Hill Attorney and Gacaceis3 
Citizen’s Advisory Council. 


4. John E, Bryan—Jefferson County Schools Supt., B’ham 
5. Geddes Self—Selma City Schools. 

6. Ed Anderson—Madison County Supt. 

7. Mrs. James Fitts Hill—Montgomery PTA. ee 
8. Mrs. M. P. Walker—State PTA President, Tuscaloosa. Et: 
9. Garland Smith—Supt. Lamar County Schools. - . | 
10, J. A. Keller—President, Florence State Teacher's College... 
ll. H. G, Greer—Supt. Monroe County Schools. 

12. J. A. Roberts—Supt. Henry County Schools, 

13. Walter Jackson—Decatur City School Supt... 
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Dr. Luther N. Duncan, president of Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, left, and Ralph Adams, acting president of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, are shown discussing the crisis in educa- 
cation at a recent meeting in Montgomery of administrators 


from colleges and secondary schools. 


(Photo by Max Ziegler.) 


Engineering Labs for 6/8 Students 


Inadequate for 1800 Enrolled Now 


By J. E. Hannum 
‘Greatly expanded facilities are urgently needed for the 


Auburn School of Engineering, essentially for two reasons. 
First, the facilfties were wholly inadequate for many years 
before the war. Second, the unprecedented enrollment since 
the war causes a greater demand than ever before for more 


facilities. 

The inadequacy of facilities be- 
fore the war is evidenced by the 
fact that no new classrooms and 
laboratories have been provided 
the School of Engineering since 
1929. Yet, in the intervening 
period of 15 years, the enroll- 
ment of engineering students al- 
tost tripled from 678 students in 
1928-29 to a prewar maximum of 
1849 students in 1942-43. In the 
Jast four years of the prewar 


period the enrollment in engi- 
neering doubled. 

The sudden unprecedented up- 
surge in enrollment since the war 
has created a greater demand 
for more facilities. The engineer- 
ing enrollment is already con- 
siderably above the prewar maxi- 
mum. Conservative estimates in- 
dicate that the enrollment in en- 
pineering will exceed 2800 stu- 
dents within the-next two years. 


THE AUBURN’ ALUMNEWS: 


Published once each month at Auburn, Alabama by the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
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The Auburn Alumnews 


Furthermore, almost one-third 
of the entire student body of the 
College is enrolled in the School 
of Engineering, actually 31 per 
cent. : é 


Engineering education is ad- 
mittedly expensive for two rea- 
sons: gt ae: ae 


a. Adequate laboratorig¢s and 
shops, provided. with. costly 
equipment, are.essential require- 
ments for effective engineering 
teaching. 


b. A professional. engineering 
school is chiefly concerned with 
students on the junior, senior, 
and graduate levels. 


The cost of engineering educa- 
tion per: student is much higher 
on the upper levels than on: the 
lower’ levels. The ratio of teach- 
ers to ‘students is greater, and 
more teachers with higher aca- 
demic ranks are needed. There- 
fore, salaries are higher; and the 
total salary of faculty is the ma- 
jor item of operating expenses of 
the School of Engineering. Fur- 
thermoye, the present salary scale 
is not high enough to attract ex- 
perienced engineering teachers. 

The engineering faculty before 


the war consisted of 35 teachers. } 


Already since the war, the facul-| 
ty has been increased to 54 teach- 
ers. At least 100 teachers will be 
required to handle the increased 
enrolment before the end of the 


next two years. 


Provision of adequate labora- 
tory facilities is a major require- 
ment forthe accreditment of en- 
gineering curricula by the Engi- 
neers’ Council for Professional 
Development. The present labo- 
ratories- of the departments of 
Civil, Electrical, and Mechanical 
Engineering. were greatly over- 
crowded when the curricula of 
these departments were ‘accred- 
ited in 1940. Accreditment might 
be discontinued unless additional 
facilities are provided. The cur- 
ricula in Aeronautical Engineer- 
ing and Chemical Engineering 
have not been accredited and will 
not be accredited until adequate 
laboratories are provided. Such a 
situation is deplorable. 


The need is urgent for greatly 
expanded facilities of all kinds 
for the School of Engineering at 
Auburn, more teachers, more 
more laboratories. 
The minimum requirement for 
the next two years is $1,343,000.00 
for laboratories and classrooms 
and $780,000.00 per year for op- 
erating- expenses- as provided in 


classrooms, 


‘| budget submitted to the legisla- 


ture. 
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J. E., Hannum, dean of the 
School of Engineering, ey Sys 


April, 1947, 


Dr. Austin R. Meadows, left, state superintendent of educa- 
tion, and’ Harry M. (Happy) Davis, executive secretary of the 
Auburn Alumni Association, are shown above discussing this 


special edition of the Auburn Alumnews. (Photo by Max 


Ziegler). 


Duncan Explains Purpose of This issue 


\labama Polytechnic Institute 
Auburn, Alabama 


Office of the President 
. April 14, 1947 
Dear FYierids: 


We present in this issue of the Alumnews the pressing and 
critical.needs of public education in Alabama. The. needs of Auburn 
are but a part of the whole need to provide better training and 
better paid teachers for our children from the elementary gradeg 
through the colleges. 

We have joined with the public schools, the other State Colleges, 


and all the friends of education in a unified program of education 


which will call for additional» financial support and perhaps for® 
additional revenue, We give you here the total need of the State, 
together with the special urgent needs of Auburn. . 

Education in Alabama is in a crisis. We believe that if thg 


citizens know and understand the facts, they: will take steps td 


cooperate with their representatives and senators to remedy the 
situation. 

Through the courtesy of the Auburn Alumni Association we aré 
presenting these facts.in this special edition of Alumnews in ordet 
that it may reach thotsands’ of our alumni and friends throughout 
the State. 

We sincerely urge each of you to study the facts given here and 
join with us and all the public schools and colleges in an effort td 
save our schools, 

Sincerely yours, 
L. N. Duncan 
President 
—— TTT 


Frank Boyd Urges Alumni Cooperation 


By FRANK BOYD 
_— Auburn Alumni Association 


Never in Auburn’s long and useful service to th: s the 
need for the united action of its former students bec: gent as 
today. There is not anything wrong with Auburn that funds to mees 
the budget requirements will not cure. 


The Institution needs money for Teaching, Research, Exten 
and student activities. Teaching requires trained personnci, adequate 
class rooms, and much equipment. Money makes th: possible. 


Research calls for buildings, special equipment, suitable land, labor 
atories, and technically ‘trained men, a, men and materials cost 
money. Since all our citizens cannot come Auburn the Extensioms 
eT must carry the Raitt. Lebghinwe and findings—to tha 
people. 


share of the avy ailable funds, 


This will not just happen—let’s make it happen. 


MET Peel Hen asian sem a 


i 


sjon, « 


7 
. 


’ 


A competent staff is essestial. To this end ample funds must b@™ 
provided. 

All work and no play makes for dull boys and girls. The mentally | 
physical, and social training must go hand in hand. Our facilities” 
nap wholly inadequate for such a well rounded program. Auburn's 
facilities for student activities, physical education, and athletid 
training are the poorest of any major college. 

We have neither a gymnasium for boys nor girls nor a stadium 
large enough to seat the student body. A social center and victorious 
athletic teams make for happy. students and cont ed alumni 
These things must be provided but again it takes idings and 
equipment and these require money. The State and the College om 
it to its future citizens. 

The Board-of Trustees has directed the College Ad: t ation $9 
ask our Legislature for sufficient funds to mect mum f@# 
quirements for the next Biennium. We have never had our » minim 

.|meeds satisfied. The monies in the State T ved from 
| the: contributions (taxes) of every Ala —e\ Auburn mae 
“| and woman. The best is none too aod for Alabama's sons and dauga® 
, ters. 4 

We are simply asking that you lend your time and en rey—yous 

influencé—to the end that Auburn—vy tie A i} ts its rightful 


fea ros 


ies | | 


Carl Voyles, athletic director. 


Katharine Cater, dean of women. 


Auburn Hits Bottom In Providing 


Gymnasium, Recreational Facilities 


By. Carl M. Voyles 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute has the poorest gymna- 
sium and other recreational facilities of any state-supported 
college in the United States. These facts are based on a study 
of 150 colleges, including 48 land-grant colleges*throughout 


the United States. 


Thus the student attending API does not have an equal 


opportunity with students at- 
tending other Alabama state sup- 
ported colleges to take part in 
varsity and intramural sports 
and healthful recreation. 

This survey, just completed by 
Captain J. W. Callahan, VU. S. 
Navy, chairman; Mrs. Jeannetta 
T. Land, associate professor of 
physical education; and Mr. Wi- 
ley Allen, assistant director -of 
student affairs, reports consider- 
able unrest and dissatisfaction 
among the students as a result of 
these deplorable conditions. 

The committee also found that 
the athletic and recreational fa- 
cilities of Auburn have not been 
expanded at an equal pace in 


te 


the past with the general expan- |: 


sion of the institution. 
It is, therefore, imperative that 


sufficient money be appropriated | 4 


for the following three major 
projects: 

1. New men’s gymnasium in- 
cluding main basketball court 
seating 12,000 people. 

2. New women’s gymnasium 
including indoor swimming pool 
and large gymnasium floor 100 
feet by 200 feet. 


ple. 

In addition there is immediate 
and urgent need for 60 tennis 
courts, 10 hand ball courts, 20 
volley ball courts, a varsity base- 
ball field, / freshman — baseball 
field, three practice football 
fields, eight softball diamonds, 10 


badminton courts, an archery 
range, and a nine hole golf 
course, 


The Alumni Gym, now being 
used for physical education intra- 
murals and recreational sports, 
was not built by state appropria- 
tions. It was constructed in 1915 
through subscription »by the 
Alumni Association and the Ath- 
letic Fund, 

The committee which surveyed 

: the athletic needs at Auburn 
also recommended that priority 
of building needs be established 
and that requests of separate 
gymnasiums for men and women 
and enlargement of the stadium 
we given high priority on that 
list. 

The students are the chief 
Sufferers, They are the ones— 
your sons and your daughiers, 
Alabama’s youth—who are daily 
Paying the penalty of this state's 
failure _to appropriate .enough 
money to do the job. 


4 


{tions to the young women of 


Turpin C. Bannister, dean of 
‘the School of Architecture and 
the Aris. 


Architecture Classes 


Held in Buildings 


3. Stadium to seat 40,000 peo-| 


Over 60 Years Old 


By Turpin C. Bannister 
The School of Architecture 


and the Arts, occupying scattered 


space in eight disreputable 
wrecks of} buildings, is in desper- 
ate need of suitable and ade- 
quate quarters. With enrollment 
165 per cent higher than it ‘was 
before World War II, the School 
is faced with the problem of find- 
ing teachers and drawing rooms 


forthe students. 

The. architectural course is one 
of two in the South which are | 
accredited by the National Archi- 
tectural Accrediting Board. For 
this reason Auburn has a most 
respected place as a regional cen- 
ter of building science. Yet not 
one of the buildings used by me 


motely suited to. gcd teaching. 
Drawing students ‘encounter 
serious eye strain because they 
do not have enough adequate 
north light. There 


is no. saie i higher’ 


va Has Physical Plant Aeceete for 4000 Students 
But Is Concerned Over Today's 6500, Tomorrow's 7000 


By Sam F. 


Seewiiey 


The most urgent needs concerning the physical growth 


: 


‘and development of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, for 
|the next several years, are listed below. A stranger to Auburn 


might, by reading such an imposing list of needs, form the 
opinion that the Alabama Polytechnic Institute is a campus 
of inadequate and. dilapidated buildings held together only 
by the spirit of the Institution. Such is far from the case. 
There is much more of the physical plant that is good than 


bad. 


‘Women Students 
Denied Admission 


By Katharine C. Cater 

There is a definite need at the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
for increased housing for women 
students. At present dormitory 
facilities are- available for only 
736 women. 

The need for increased facili- 
ties is shown by the fact that 
this past summer it was neces- 
sary to refuse admission to about 
400 girls because of lack of hous- 
ing. Of a total of 6290 students 
enrolled at Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute for the fall quarter, 1047 
were women. If this is to con- 
tinue as a co-educational institu- 
tion, surely a larger proportion 
of the student body should be 
women than is true at present. 

Although an enrollment of 
over 8000 is expected next year, 
the number of women students 


will have to remain static unless 


additional dormitory facilities 
are provided for them. Auburn 
will be failing to meet its obliga- 


Alabama unless it makes it pos- 
sible for more of them to attend 
college. 


Additional dormitories would 
necessitate adding members to 
the staff of the Dean of Women. 
It would be necessary to have a 
head of each dormitory. As the 
program for women expanded, it 
would be advisable also to add 
to the Dean of Women’s staff a 
full-time social director and full 
time counselors. 


a display room for building ma- 
terials and structural-models, a 
heliometric laboratory to demon- 
strate correct daylighting, addi- 
tional space for the working li- 
brary to avoid storing valuable 
books in-a damp’ basement, ade- 
quatetoilets (there is now only 
one fixture for over 500 men 
students and 18 men teachers), 
small laboratory for testing 
building materials (for teaching 
and. proving local building prod- 
ucts), additional offices (four and 
five teachers now occupy one 
small room). 


The three-story drafting room 
building threatens collapse de- 


; spite iron tie rods. The buildings 


are 60 years old; they were 
abandoned as obsolete by the 
chemistry department 15 years 
ago. The roof leaks into. offices, 
classrooms, and library—drench- 


ing records and mildewing irre- | 


placeable books. One student 


actually finished her drawing un-' 


der.an umbrella. Termites eat at 
the timbers, furniture, and files. 


ee gas staves: 

Fire iisurance ratés on these 
combustible buildings are . the 
| highest on the campus, 17 times 
than the Engineering 


storage space for costly equip-| Buildings, and exactly equal to 
ment. Lack of space prevents ad-|an old timber barn on Ag Hill. 


dition of essential features for 


Stairs are narrow and steep, with 


up-to-date professional teaching. | unsafe irregular risers to trip the 
This School needs immediately unwary user, and they are com- 


. 


. 
Z| 


%. ee gee ae tate Ret 


+ 


+ 


girls, 


The needs are many, but this 
is a healthy condition as ‘the 
needs ‘have ‘been ‘brought about 
by the heavy increase in enroll- 
ment.and by the increase in ‘the 
number of courses and services 
rendered. > 

Auburn has done well, but 
if given the proper facilities 


will be able to’ multiply her ser- 


vices and leadership many times. 
Splendid buildings do not, ‘by 
themselves, make a great College, 
but a splendid staff of well 
trained leaders and a large stu- 
dent body of Alabama boys and 
such as are at Auburn, 
merit better and more ample oe 
cilities. 

The permanent ‘phoafeat plan 
at Auburn is inadequate to care 
for an enrollment of approxi- 
mately 4000, provided it could be 


supplemented by certain facili- 


Buildings Needed at Auburn Listed iy 


List of Buildings Needed to Properly “Accommodate a Student ere 
Body of 7,000, Including Undergygduate and sempensiatri 


‘Type and Use of Building 


Home Economics Building -.. 


CoOARAAAhWNH 


‘been placed in classrooms, 


/ basements 


. Engineering Laboratory ——...._ 
. Agricultural Building PREP MS BRS 
. General Classroom’ Building} School of Education — 
. Architecture and ‘Arts Building ————__________ 
. Agricultural Engineering Annex =. 


. Student Union. Building ——.. 
. Industrial Engineering Building —-———~---.______. 


ties that have never been” pro bs 
vided *such as a Student Union i 


Building, and Auditorium and mos, 


Pharmacy Building. In additio: 
to take care of 4000 students ade 
quately the recreational facili 
ties would have to be expanded, 
several buildings would have’to 
be modernized and many Jabora-— 
tories should be re- equipped with 
modern “apparatus | and equip- 
ment. 


‘Temporary Facilities: Utilized MGR 

Auburn is caring for appro: 
mately 6,500 students at the pres- 
ent time by overtaxing her perm-— 
anent facilities and by the use 
scores .of temporary buildi n 
that have been secured ‘fro 
Army camps and spotted - over 


‘the campus. Offices have béen ie 


provided in the corridors of some oar. 
buildings, additional seats have 


tions have been increased, attics, — 
and storage ai 
have been reworked into class: 
reom and laboratory space. — 
7000 Students ‘Expected-in ‘19! 
It has been estimated that ~ 
the Fall of 1948 there will “b 
over 9000 desiring admission ‘to Y 


will probably level off in 1951 
at between 7000 and 7900. 
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‘Estimated | 


"485,000 ( 
929,751.00 

213,554. 00 ae 

604,800.00 
1,000,000.00 | & 
\ 397; 702.00 ; 


a 
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Dairy Husbatitty. Plant) 55 a ee as 441 787.00 
10. Veterinary : Building 8. le 377,000.00, 
11, Pharmacy Building —. -382/640,00 
12.. Administration Building _..__..._-_____-. =. _485,000,00" 
19 dbvary ARO Ss ip i 230,000.00 
14, Cold Storage and Fréezer Locker Plant 287,092.00 
15. Gyrpdesiirn FE EEN, EI SMO NEMI I GBS 000.00 
PO Aviditoridm 08 ae te ee at Se Oe 
i7. Buildings and Grourds*Building 20% 6 _ 461,821.00 
18. Men’s Dormitory Miiid “Cafeteria (lass oot ee 1,003,394.00 
tO. Girls’ “Dormaitories (4): 2. cd 


to 
—) 


. Girls’ Dining Hall 2. 
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Total Funds Needed 1... 
NOT LISTED IN ORDER OF PRIORITY 


- 


pletely combustible. 


. Girls’ Social Cerrter —_.... Serer Oe Cap. ae Sache A 4 
. Swimming Pool and Bath House 0... Z 
. Military Building (Army & Navy) 
. Remodeling and Enlarging Chemistry Building 


The department of music,|enrollment has placed pales 
which instructed more than 450!overloads on the teaching sta 


— 


\ ’ } 
ry et ke 
zt 


The extraordinary increase 


students during the winter quar-/|For four quarters most instruc- 


ter, and has an increasing num-/jtors have had to carry 35° chia 
ber of music majors preparing to| hours. The maximum should be 
teach music in Alabama public’ 
The music department 


schools. 
occupies a temporary shack, 


small rented lofts over a drug;academic duties. A considerable — 
store, and a room in the Metho-;increase in the teaching budget | i 
‘}must be assigned to take care of 


dist Student’ Center. 


The department of dramatic 
arts directs campus activity. 
instructs dramatic 
majors. Additional space is need- 


groups and 


ed for this department. 


25 class hours to allow suffitient ” a 
time for effective preparation, © “4 


grading, and other necessary 


this emergency. Thus far the 
staff has met the situation with, © 
splendid cooperation, but — they — 
cannot be allowed to continue 


such a. itiatiniad schedule. 
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<a gpelt better and to discharge more 
: «effectively the duties of a citi- 
ih BON ; 


pt ‘Science and Literature is: to. 
beatin. as the main service di- 
i ~ wision for the several profession- 
; val ‘schools of ‘the college. Week 


; dects, whether it be Engineering, 
<7 gpiculture, Education, Home 
. Economics, Physics,’ Foreign 
‘Languages, ‘Speech, Journalism, 
ete. “All. of these. subjects, at Au- 
~burn are. taught i in the School of 
i sBeience_ and Literature, thereby 


fusing oe. 
} Largely due to its role as the 
“service division of the college, 
ine “approximately 50 per cent of 
‘tthe resident teaching at Auburn 
_ ds administered by the staff in 
.  cience and Literature. 
The Prewar Picture 
In. 1941-42 there were 650 stu- 
dents enrolled ‘in the School of 
; 2 etenon and Literature. In order 
We ere teach these majors and pro- 
a owide instruction as a service Gi- 
wision for the remainder of the 


‘\ 


ela 


Half of Science-Liferafure Faculty. 
a On Temporary Appointments 

-- The School of Science and Literature has a two-fold pur- 
spose. It is a distinct school and as such is coordinate with the 
- yother eight schools of the college. In this capacity, it offers 
curricula designed to equip the student with a broad and 


aibberal education and thereby enable him to care for him- 
By Roger W. Allen’ PRE res 


A io purpose’ of the School | 


-_ seollege there were eighty-four | college 


DR, ROGER W. ALLEN 


they are receiving extra pay. 
The average class is much larger 
than it should be and is being 
taught by a relatively inexperi- 
enced teacher. ‘ 
The Estimated 1948-49 Picture 
The admissions officer of the 
estimates an average 


i 4% ay jteachers on the staff» This called | quarterly enrollment of 2200 in 


eer. was valued at $61,000. 
The Present Picture 


-.yence and Literature. Total en- 
- wollment for the college is 6309. 
 (On’ the basis of the prewar | 
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4 . “The Alabama Polytechni¢ In- 
' et sstitute, through its School of 
Weterinary Medicine, offers the 
wonly professional training in the 
weterinary field that is available 
sin the southeast. It is, therefore, 
“iboth a duty and privilege that 
mo other Land Grant College in 
AN) {fee this area has, for Auburn to sup- 
\))) ply the southeast with competent 
j)* -wweterinarians. Graduates of this 
ssch6ol must take Care of: 

Veterinary. prac- 


{  e 

r Batt? tet 
; ctu 

' 
p « 
r. ' 


_. ‘(1) General 
itice. 

.(2) Livestock sanitary work of 
_ tthe Federal, State, County and 
Municipal Governments. 

| (3),Phases of public health 
_ work which are concerned with 
anspection of foods of animal ori- 
a gin and inspection of dairy herds 
and dairies, milk plants and ice 
«cream plants. 

(4) Institutional work is the 
field of veterinary medicine.. 

_ (5) Research work in the broad 
_ tifield of animal ‘diseases. 

It should be fully realized that 
 #Adburn,. in. training the person- 
_, mel for veterinary service for this 

2 area, is not simply fitting a group 
_ «of men to earn a selfish liveli- 
” ‘hood, but is doing the much more 
“important “job of supplying Ala- 
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- . #for an annual maintenance bud-|the School of Science and Litera- 
oigeet of $262,000. Equipyent On |ture and an-all-college enroll- 


- During the Winter Quarter of | war teacher-student ratio, this 
946-47 there are 1515 students | wil call for a Science and Litera- 
é majoring in the School of Sci- ture staff of 284, with comparable 


spointments, and 17 are carrying | provided. 
such magnitude | money. 


Greatest Demand for Veterinarians 
Makes Expansion Necessary af Auburn 


By R. S. Sugg 


Pee errs Esai 


ment of approximately “9000 in 
1948-49. On the basis of the pre- 


increases in equipment, class- 
rooms and laboratories. 


Our requested budget for the 


itedcher-student ratio, this calls | next quadrennium is based upon | 
fdr 195 teachers, including ad-|these facts of the recent past and 
. mministrators and counsellors, if| the present and the well-autheni- 
ythey could be found and housed.| cated trends of the immediate |# 
A Poel, only 120 are available. | future. Some way, some how, ad- 
Over 50 per cent of these are | ditional teachers must be found |’ 
ap-|arid additional facilities must be |% 7 
more 


Both require 


bama and the other southeastern 
states with men who are public} 
servants and who are absolutely 
necessary if a permanent and 
profitable, agriculture is to be 
established and maintained. 


Livestock production must be 


| 
| 
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ANNUAL STATE APPROPRIATION NEEDED FOR 
THE BIENNIUM ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1949 


ALABAMA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 


, 


April, 1947” 


c 


Annual Increase Annual 
DIVISION, 1946-47 Requested 1947-49 
A. COLLEGE PROPER DIVISION 
1. TEACHING FUNDS a 
(a) Maintenance and Support $681,638.86 $1,568,361.14 $2,250,000.00 
(b) Forestry School 25,000.00 .00 25,000.00 
“Total teaching Appropriations ae $1,568,361.14 $2,275,000.00 


B. ‘AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 
1. STATE RESEARCH FUNDS 


(a) Main. Station 


“ .. (b) Artificial Insemination Unit 


(Ce) ‘Forestry — 
‘(d) Sub-stations 


(1) Black Belt 
(2) Gulf Coast 


(3) Piedmont 


(4) Lower Coastal Plains 
(5) Sand Mountain 

(6) Tennessee, Valley 
(7) Upper Coastal Plains 


(8) Wiregrass 


(e) Experiment Fields « 


Total Research’ Appropriations 
(1) Request $25,000.00 increase for 1947-48 and $50,000.00 for 


201,360.00 37,500.00(1) 238,860.00 
12,000.00 00 12,000.00 
25,000.00 .00 25,000.00 
14,900.00 00 14,900.00 
14,900.00 00 14,900.00 
14,900.00 .00 14,900.00 
14,900.00(2) 00 14,900.00(2) 
12,500.00 00 ‘12,500.00 
12,500.00 00 12,500.00 
14,900.00 00 .. 14,900.00 
12,500.00 .00 12,500.00 
24,000.00 00 24,000.00 

$374,360.00 37,500.00 $411,860.00 

1948-49 or 


average of $37,500.00 


(2) When established an appropriation has been miade in the 


$60,000.00 for 


capital outlay. 


C. AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE 
1, STATE EXTENSION FUNDS 


(a) Smith-Lever 
supplement 


(b) State Marketing 


Total Extension Appropriations 
annual appropriations requested for 


Totala 
all Divisions for current 


R. S. Sugg, dean of School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 


offset and 


- . ~+ . 
amount of 


264,000.00 146,000.00 410,000.00 
75,000.00 .00 75,000.00 
339,000.00 146,000.00 485,000.00 


operations $1,419,998.86 


1,861.14 $3,171,860.00 

oT Secale 

ace 

lnine southeastern colleg: Ow- 
led Auburn receiving the lest 
library appropriations f any. 
LSU received approximately five? 
times API’s appropriation. 

The main library at API, which 
should seat 20 to 30 per cent’ of 
the student body, will seat only 
| five per cent of the present en= 


rollment. The five departmental 
libraries are also too 
Thought should be given immedi- 


small. 


lately to the erection of a satis- 


factory library building seating 
20-25 per cent of the student 7] 
body. : 


Graduate work in certain de- 


Clyde Cantrell, director API 
Libraries. 


ishortage of adequately trained ea API Ranks Ranks Ninth | 


veterinarians in all fields. 


To meet current demands, a 
minimum of 150 graduates in vet- 
erinary medicine will be needed 
annually. The Veterinary School 


expanded if we are to.save OUT) 4t Auburn is expected to finish 


soil and have a farm 
above a bare subsistence level. 


income | at Jeast 50 to 75 of this number, 


inasmuch as it is the only es- 


As the number of livestock and/|taplished accredited school in the 


poultry increases, the ravages Of| .oytheast. 


infections, 
tional diseases will take an in-| 
creasingly heavy toll, unless men 
trained in veterinary science are 
available to combat and control 
them. . 

At the present time, it is con- 
servatively estimated that 12 to 
15% @of Alabama hogs, 10% of 
its workstock, 5% of its cattle 
and 20% of its poultry die an- 
nually from preventable diseases. 
The total value of these animals 
is approximately $15,000,000. An 
increased number of adequately 
trained veterinarians must be 
made available if this heavy an- 
nual loss is to’ be reduced. - 

Reports 10 Land 
Grant Colleges in the southeast 
show. that: there ‘a ‘eritical 


from. the 


is 


A 
= 


Modern _ veterinary 


parasitic and nutri-| | education, like all medical edu- 


eation, is most expensive and 
cannot be made availablein ail 
States. 

This gives the Alabama Poly- 
technic an opvortunity of con- 
tinuing to be the center of veter- 
inary education in the southeast 
if the necessary facilities are 
provided to give training to 
students from states in the area 
which do not have schools, 


A considerable part of the cost 
of maintaining the school can 
be met by contracting with other 
Land Grant Colleges as provided 
for by the 1945 Legislature. This 
will enable Alabama students to 
have access to an outstanding vet- 


erinary education “at “minimum 


expense -to thé state. The ‘school 


in Library Budgets 
For Area Colleges 


By Clyde Cantrell 


Library appropriations for API| 


have been meager for the last 20) 
years—no more than 15 to 20 
per cent of the amount recom-| 
mended by the American Library 
Association. 

The API libraries are request- 
ing’ annual appropriations of 
$142,900 to $167,340 during the 
next four years. Through an in- 
crease over present appropria- 
tions, these figures still are less 
than those recommended by the 
American Library Association. 

A recent survey of libraries in 


can also inaugurate and carry 
out research work on animal dis- 


eases that will be of inestimable 


value to the livestock industry of 
both Alabama and other south- 
ern states. 


ed veterinarians and also the de 


The needs for adequately train- 


partments of API will not be in- 
cluded when the Association of 
American Universities begins -its 


program of accrediting graduate 
| work. This is because of the lack 
lof library materials and services 
available. It can be avoided. 
Many more periodicals and 
books must be bought to support 
the. instructional and research 
programs of the college. There 
| is a crying need for more and 


better trained personnel to offer 
| the type of service needed for 
*oicahe remendous program of re- 

organization and reclassii fication. 
| It is historically true that L-_ 
braries of this type should dou- — 
ble in size every 10 to 15 years. 
For these reasons, API should 
|have a central library housing as 
| many as 300,000 volumes and 
seating 20 to 30 per cent of the 
student body. It should be built 
jon a plan which offers possibili- 
ties for unlimited expansion. 


Granted the 1947-51 appropria- 
tions and adequate buildings, the 


API libraries should become the i 
best scientific and technological er? 


collection in the Southeast. They” 
would compare favorably with 
libraries of the b etter institu- 
tions of the United States. 


EE 


mands for veterinary education js..4 
greater than at any time in the. 
history of the profession. The. 


veterinary schoo} at Auburn must xd 


expand ‘its staff and facilities if re 
-we are to ‘meet this demand. ii 


aes 


» , 
~ Vi 


burn Alumnews 


oh ier. : Siok bes ayen ee > Au e 


Building, More Staff Members Needed 
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To Train Education Students af APL = 


By Zebulon J udd ; Ss ty 


Since 1941 half of the teachers of Alabama have left the. — 
classroom. Today approximately 8,000 classrooms—more — 
than one-third of the State’s total—are occupied by teachers. 
with emergency or substandard certificates. Many teachers 

than high school graduates. 
ite TEM i eh SR Ce eee ae 
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“Ag School Needs 
Classroom Space 
And More Teachers 


a By M. J. Funchess 
_ The School of Agriculture, 
F which trains persons for positions 
~ in the broad field of agriculture, 
Pi 48 conducting its course work 
Ei with a shortage of teachers and 
| in a wholly inadequate ‘educa- 
oF tional plant. full capacity best estimates indi- 
“ The current enrollment in the , am cate that it will require 10 to 15 
* School of Agriculture is 670 stu-| § em years to provide Alabama’s| 
dents. The School is’also giving schools with an adequate supply. . 
“pasic course instruction to .200 of properly trained teachers. 
Purpose of Auburn's School 


- 


ifi the schools today are no more 


Size of the Job 
With: all teacher-education’ in- 
stitutions of the State working at 


—— 


M. J. Funchess, dean of API 


— —_—_—_—— 
deh RT ta 


—— 


+ officer, t 
* ment 


~ amounting ~ to - several 


additional students who are pre- 


. paring themselves to become vo- 
cational agriculture teachers. The 
’ total of 670 is about 150 students 
‘more than the peak prewar year 


of 1940-41, when the enrollment 
of 519 over-taxed teaching facili- 
ties. According to the admissions 
he college’s total enroll- 
is estimated to reach 9,000 
students in 1948-49. Of this num- 


Thousands of 
this 


worth of 
farm equipment for 
teaching purposes would be glad- 
ly furnished by manufacturers at 
no cost to the State if a farm 


Military Building 


dollars 


type ot 


Would Aid ROTC | 


By Col. G. M,. Williamson 


tion ever since. 


The post World War II ROTC 
Program for Auburn calls for an 
increase in the number of stu- 
ing in Military Science and Tac- 
tics with three new units to be 
established in the near future— 
Armored. (Cavalry), Signal and 
Veterinary Corps. 

To tarry out this program with 
an estimated Cadet Corps of 2500 


cilities such as classrooms, offices, 
storage rooms, ete, that at the 
present time do not exist at Au- 
' burn, In fact the present-installa- 
tions afforded the Military De- 
. partment at inade- 
quate 


Auburn are 
and corrective. measures 


Should be taken as soon as prac- 
ticable. 


\ 


a, 


Extensive’ military equipment 
) hundred 
thousand dollars in value is is- 


+ Sued to the institution, the stor- 


School of Agriculture. 


of Education 


Capt. J. W. Callahan, pro- 
fessor of Naval Science. 


machinery laboratory were avail- 
able. Lack of such a facility is ; 
extremely serious in view of the 
trend toward farm mechaniza- 


rend oa Building Needed 
ie cory owning sacs BY Navy For 
Reserve Program 


Auburn’s School of —Education 
has for its function the educa- 
tion of teachers for the Public 
Schools of Alabama. Founded as 
a Department in 1915, reorgan- 
ized as a School of Education in 
1919, it- has furnished Alabama’s 
. |schools with more than 2,200 
teachers with bachelor’s degrees 
and over 500 teachers and school 


modern machinery for classes in | 


School of Agriculture is to con- | fice space. In the year 1945 more than 700 


the demands placed’ upon it. At enh 


present “the situation is -very , 


ing was inaugurated at Alabama | 
Polytechnic Institute. This train- | 
ing has continued at this Institu- 


‘dents to receive advanced train- 


tinue to meet the demand for its 
graduates and to properly train |48_making a great effort to ob- 
the increased enrollment, the two baat funds arom CORBET RES: 40: BS" 
: e ; cs Fsist API and other Naval ROTC 
acute problems of insufficient Colleges in constructing a Naval 
number of instructors and short-| Science building. At present, 
age of facilities must be met and 
the guns, fire control and tor- 
pedo equipment to be placed on 
display for ‘mstructional pur- 
poses. 
_ Adequate building facilities for 
‘the Naval ROTC Program are 


met soon. 


Under the merrill Act passed | pone : creasing enrollment and to as- c 
Be pn ete Act secrhon) iBreently required. The Navy oe ae ice a Gaia aaa” eee bama’s new demand for public. 
aac: ~ ODSTERS of the United f\ hopes to obtain funds up to $79,- bala gated Se Seer ‘O | cchool geachers is appropriations 
States in 1862, accepted by the 000 to assist API in constructing ‘ perk State Legislature 
te of Alabama in December an adequate Navy Science build- 8 a ¥ : : , : 
88, compulsory Military Train- 3 additi the Naval) f ) 
tiing. In addition to the + | U IC @ a lons the API Photographic Service 


B | ROTC Unit, the Navy has a Naval 

| Aviation College Program at API 
| and is also sending a number of 
officers now “in the Regular Na- 
lvy to API to further their edu- 
cation. 


| 


Col. G. M. Williamson, Com- 
mondant ROTC. 


At the present time the Navy|calls for teachers were received 


there is no suitable building for | 


critical. To carry forward ita 
program and to increase the ser-. 
vice to the State, Auburn is ask- 
ing that an Education building 
pe provided, especially designed 
and equipped to discharge . the 
function — of teacher-education. 
The staff of the School is in- 
adequate. A ‘minimum of 11 new 
members should be added. 


by the School. 


Needs of Auburn’s School 
of Education 


For the past year the enroll- 
ment in the School of Education 
\was 853, which represents more 
| than a 100 percent increase over 
the previous year. It is reliably 
estimated that the enrollment 
will be. 1200 within two years. 

To care for this rapidly 


Auburn's only source for the 


jin- : 
additional funds to supply Ala- 


which furnishes photographs for _ 
every division of the college. 


Needs To Expand 


| . 3 It has the further responsibility 

| | of editing all college catalogs and 

To Radio, Films publications — pictorial bulletins, 

By J. N. Baker : general catalogs, and similar 

The public relations program | Deomet- One of scaic ae 
et Auburn is suffering because bers is managing ecior 0 

Auburn Alumnews and super- 


6f an acute lack of funds to prop- ’ 
erly publicize and enh ae vises and edits each issue of that 
paper. ; 


college and all its activities. In 
an age when radio is a chief and 


However, from the standpoints 


Deis 
| 


"problem besides the necessity of | 
to 3500 attending, will require fa-| 


adequately securing this valuable 
property. 


The lack of sufficient class 


rooms and offices at Auburn has: 


seriously affected the efficient 
operation of the Military Depart- 
ment. The existence of these de- 
ficiencies is recognized by the 


college authorities, 


ag has 
prompted them to include in the 


Building Program for Auburn a 
combined Army and Navy ROTC 
Building which will cost six 


* 


J. N. Baker, director, API 


dramatic means of spreading in- 
on. certain projects, this depart- 


for such an all-important public 
relations medium. poe 

With other colleges and uni- 
versities making full use of tech- 
nicolor sound movies to tell their 


lack of money makes it impossi- 
ble for the News Bureau to issue 
such films. 2 

The News Bureau now pre- 
pares general and feature rejeases 
for all 
papers in Alabama, in- addition 
to sending brief news releases to 


- ~ 
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stories to an interested public, } 


daily and weekly news-|]. 


of both staff salaries and main- 


formation and of requesting aid|tenance funds, it needs a budget 


of at least twice the present out-_ 


ment has no money in its budget) jay to begin and complete aR 
pro- 


adequate public relations 
gram for the Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute. 


ed in public relations a college or 
university receives ten in return. 
Public relations ) 
priming necessary for any sue- 
cessful college program. It > is 
most unwise to handicap this 
phase of Auburn’s growth with 


For every dollar wisely invest- 


is the pump-. 


in 
} 
/* ter, 1,100 are expected to enroll dairy manufacture. Present} i 
\}* in the School of Agriculture. With equipment. is antiquated and| administrators with. master’s de- ? 
“the School’s present teaching|some of it is worn out. By J. W. Callahan greés. In addition to these, hun- Zebulon. Judd, dean of the oe 
; tn ff , ae ne eyes Tan a7 . oe : * } : t ; 
staff and inadequate . facilities) ye Department of Farm Ponds The Naval ROTC at API was | dreds of teachers in the past 30! School of Education. 
course work for such an enroll-|.. ,.. re og aban nds | established in September 1945 for | years, while’ not receiving de- hs 
men be impossible is housed in an old one that|the purpose of training young| grees, have improved  them- Me 
PYUoeAk . : o 1, . ; pe ae Red. we is A \ n a : f a + “ tS x 
= } is a daily fire ‘hazard. This De-}men to become officers in the selves professionally thrqugh an adequate supply of _ well E +5 
qe Two Major Problems partment and the Department of | Regular Navy and Marine Corps} study in the School of Education trained teachers the facilities 5 8 ae 
The precipitous rise from ware| somes TAVE RO laboratory | and in the Naval Reserve or in|at the Alabama Polytechnic In-| the School of Education must be =) 
\\pe tin stwar enrollment, | 5P8ce of their own for teaching. | the Marine Corps Reserve. | stitute. 'lexpanded. The two> most out- 
‘i whi exceeded anticipated At present the two are using} API is one of fifty-two Naval | For the four-year period, 1939- standing and inescapable needs a Aas 
re : aleacchift snace + ethics 4 RA roa ‘ ss Se uss ; 4 . aN 
j= numbers, | ought on suddenly make-shift space. Classes in orna-;ROTC\ Colleges and Universities | 42, the School of Education grad- | are: ‘ - - 
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‘P. O. Davis, director of ex- 
periment station. 


By .P..O. Davis 

There are three major reasons 
why the Extension Service of tHe 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute is 
asking that state funds for ex- 
tension work be increased by 
$71,000 per annum, or from the 
present total of $339,000.00 to 
$410,000.00. These are: (1) A big- 
ger job to be done; (2) greater 
cost per person and per unit; (3) 
adequate state funds for match- 
ing all federal funds available to 
Alabama. : 

Under poiht number one at- 
tention is called to the fact that 
hardly a week passes without 
new requests for additional ser- 
vice by the Extension Service. 
One county, for example, has an 
enormous drainage job. They 
want the Extension Service to 
plan it and to give engineering 
‘direction. Another county wants 
to make dairying a much pigger 
‘part of their farming, so they 
call for special assistance in 


ing and guiding them along. suc- 
‘eessful lines. 

These are only a few of many 
current requests that continue to 
come to the State office at Au- 
‘burn for worthwhile and personal 
service for the Extension Service 
to render. In addition there is 
the ever increasing overhead job. 
A generation ago farming in Ala- 
bama was rather simple. It was 
largely a row-crop agriculture. 

But today farming in Alabama 
is greatly diversified, which 
makes it more complicated and 
requires therefore, much more 
information. Countless problems 
are involved in livestock fayming 
about -which row-crop farmers 
have had little or no informa- 
tion. 

There is also the fact that addi- 
tional scientific information is 
made available. Each new dis- 
covery places a big responsibility 
upon the Extension Service to 
make the facts known to the 
farmers of Alabama. 
standing example of this is alfal- 
fa. A generation ago it was be- 
lieved ‘that alfalfa would suc- 
ceed upon only one solid division 
of Alabama. Now 
that alfalfa will succeed on all} 
well drained soils in the state. 
This multiplied by 10 or 20 the 


plant alfaifa but uninformed as 
to producing it. And success with 


cess with cotton. This means a 
much bigger educational job for 
the Extension Service. And so 
the story goes on and on. 

Under point number two we 
are dealing with the fact that a 
dollar is worth much less ‘than 


damien an Has Bigger Job 
And Needs To Match Federal Funds 


a dollar was oe a few years |} 
needed, |}. 
therefore, for salaries in order to |: 


stimulating farmers to do dairy- 


t- 
retin [Institute were able to offer good, 


i on | | 
it is KDOWT | snlted facilities supplied by the 


alfalfa. is more exacting than suc-|many boys 


ago. More money is 
retain for extension workers the 
same standard of living 


that had a few years ago. In ad- 


dition to this standard of living | 
people are entitled to promotfons |} 


in salaries as they improve their 
efficiency, grow 


family responsibilities. 
are not all. 


ers use automobiles. The cost of 
owning and operating automo- 
biles is now much more than it 
was five to ten years ago. Ga- 
rage service, for example, is 
double in many instances. 

The Alabama Extension Ser- 
vice is in position to mat¢h all 
federal funds now available but 
the Bankhead-Flannagan Act has 


‘;not matured. Another increment 


is anticipated. The additional 
$71,000 requested will guaran- 
tee adequate state and county 
funds for matching all federal 
funds available to Alabama for 
extension work. 


Early in 1947 when Dr. Dun- 
can requested heads of all schools 
and divisions of the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute’ to submit 
their financial needs for the next 
biennium, the Extension Service 
asked for an increase of $146,000. 
This was reduced recently to 
$71,000 in order to help meet the 
state fiscal problem and also to 
cooperate with other divisions 
of Auburn. 


Recreation Space 


Would Help Solve 


Social Problems 


Bl Tommy Schuessler 


The provisions for places to 
hold special affairs on the Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute cam- 
pus are woefully inadequate. The 
only two places available at pres- 
ent are Girls’ Gym and Alumni 
Gym. According to the College 
Architect, Frank M. Orr, the 
maximum number of people who 
should be allowed in these build- 


ings are: 
REIS. COV II cearee ietihiee 296 
Alumni Gym _. 660 


Since about 6300 students are 
now enrolled at the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, it is obvious 
that these places do not meet the 
needs of the students. 

Langdon Hall, theoretical. gath- 
ering place, seats 10_per cent of 
the student body. 


Thete is a decided need also 
for more recreational facilities 
on the campus. Many § social 
}problems would be solved or 
j}avoided if Alabama Polytechnic 


wholesome recreation to students 


j}and to center student activity on 


the campus itself. This need is all 
the more urgent because of the 


town of Auburn. 
? 


In a school population with so 


number of farmers available to/large a percentage of veterans, 


entertainment and_ recreation 
are exceedingly important. Since 
live under 
crowded and unpleasant condi- 
tions, there should bea place to 
which they could go for reading, 
relaxing, or studying. Student 
Center is a help in meeting this 
demand. The real need is for a 
Student Union Building. 


than 


in experience, |* 
and become older with greater|- 
Salaries |5 
Expenses must be}: 
# | provided.. Most extension work- 


very. 


Russell 


dean of 
Schocl of Graduate Studies and 
Director of Auburn Research 
Council, 


Ss. ‘ Poor, 


Personnel Shorfage 
In South Places Job 
On Graduate Schoo! 


By Russell Poor 


In 1940 twenty-seven thousand 
Master’s degrees were awarded 
in the United States, an increase 
of 1800 per cent over 1900. Dur- 
ing the same period doctor’s de- 
grees increased over 900 per cent. 
In spite of the number of  per- 
sons receiving advanced degrees 
during this period the greatest 
personnel shortage today is for 
men with training represented by 
these degrees. 

The situation referred to above 
has given rise to a concentrated 
effort to create a National Sci- 
ence Foundation within the gov- 
ernment for the support of re- 
search ‘on a national scale. Sev- 
eral bills are now before the 
Congress, most of them contain- 
ing scholarship and fellowship 
clauses. It is believed to be a 
certainty that any bill that may 
be written into law must con- 
tain such a clause. What ‘does 
this mean to. Alabama? For one 
oe it probably means that 

abama’s colleges will receive 
such funds as are provided by 
these legislative acts only in pro- 
portion to their® fitness to bene- 
fit by them. 

Our ability to benefit by these 
funds will depend to a very 
large degree upon three things: 


(1) A staff well qualified to 
present a graduate program. 


(2) Reasonable space and 
equipment for the conduct of re- 
search. 


(3) Some record of research 
production, at least in the basic 
sciences of biology, chemistry, 
mathematics, and physics. 


Auburn should have its Grad- 
uate School completely accred- 
ited. It should have a Small but 
well qualified staff for. graduate 
teaching and a reasdnable 
amount of space and equipment 
suitable graduate teaching 
and Given these 
may be judged worthy for these 
National Science Foundation 
Other land-grant colleges 


for 


research. we 


grants. 
are making definite preparation 
along these lines. Auburn should 
not lag. ’ 


The request for our Graduate 
School now before the interim 
committee of the legislature is 
for an amount far less than that 
nécessary to place our Graduate 


School on a par with other land- 


‘| Alabama Polytechnic Institute. 


'|fields situated on important but 


Experiment Station 
Asks Less Than 
10 Percent Increase 


By M. J. Funchess 


The fact-finding agency for 
Alabama agriculture is the Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station of 


In addition to the Main Station 
at Auburn, there are seven sub- 
stations located in the seven ma- 
jor soil regions; six experiment 


less extensive soils; five forestry 
units located in areas where for- 
éstry is important and where for- 
estry problems need to be solved; 
and a recently established plant 
breeding unit. 

Results from this Benetinnk' 
Station System provide the bases 
for a constructive and progressive 
farm. program, and point the way 
to improvements in. many’ phases 
of the State’s agriculture. Brief- 
ly summarized are just a few of 
the Station’s significant contri- 
butions: 


Results from extensive fertiliz- 
er experiments provided the 
bases for improving the grades 
of fertilizers now used in~Ala- 
bama. 


Yields of corn, small grains, 
grain sorghum, sweet potatoes, 
annual and perennial hay crops, 
pastures, and temporary grazing 
crops can be doubled, according 
to experimental. results. 


Experiments with forage crops 
and pastures by this’ Station 
System have laid the foundation 
for a profitable livestock pro- 
duction program in Alabama. Ex- 
tensive experiments have been 
conducted on the use of crops 
for most efficient conversion into 
livestock products. Results from 
this work show that hogs, poul- 
try, turkeys, dairy cattle, or beef 
cattle are excellent possibilities 
for increasing farm income on 
most farms -if feed production 
systems developed by the Station 
are used. For example, on a one- 
time eroded hillside at Auburn, 
a year around cropping system 
is. producing about $30 worth of 
beef per acre per year. A simi- 
lar cropping system is yielding 
‘an average of $46 per acre per 
year in process milk. 


One of the significant marks 
of influence by research on the 
state’s progress is that of the de- 
velopment of livestock import- 
ance in the farm income of Ala- 
bama. In 1924, 14.cents out of 
each farm dollar received from 
marketings in the State came 
from the sale of livestock and 
livestock products. In 1945, or 21 


southern states. However, the 
sum requested should enable 
Auburn, to meet the minimum 
demand which inevitably will be 
placed upon it. The present en- 
rollment of 100-150 graduate stu- 
dents per quarter is very inade- 
qautely financed, therefore we 
do not have to predict a time 
when the. requested funds will 
be needed—that time now. 
Normal growth to 500 students is 
conservatively predicted 
the next four years. 


is 
within 


From what has been said it 
seems absurd to attempt a justi- 
fication for the small asking for 
the Graduate School at the Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute. These 
are critics of graduate work, but 
like fine art it is the critic and 


grant colleges, even those in‘ mostnot the object that is on trial. 
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Dr. George Johnson, director 
Student Health Service. . 


Student Health Serviedl 
Should Include Exam : 


By Dr. George Johnson 


The need for a well-organiall 
Student Health Program is ‘eyi. 
dent on every college campus; | 
Auburn is like any other college F 
in this respect. It is not necessary 
that we attempt to establish the | 
fact of necessity, but we do like 
to discuss the extent of the Stu 
dent Health .Program which We 
feel that Auburn has a rightito 
expect. Shall this program be one. 


‘eoygmert> re 


P 4 
of “how little,’ or one of “how | 
much’’? | 

There is one service that-any | 


student has a right to expect of 
any health program, this servite 
falls in the category of “how 
little,” and that service is the) 
@are of the common ailments Te) 
sponsible for most of the absen- 
tees in the classroom. This ideal 
is well worth-while, but the per 
spective goes but little further 
than the immediate present. © 

I would like to see each stu’ 
dent get at least one reasonably 
good physical examination ‘be- 
fore he gets his diploma. This 
examination should include any 
X-ray of the chest, blood serology) 
and urinalysis. It is not my-idea 
that we should attempt to cor 
rect all the infirmities that 4 


student brings to college with 
him, but we can at least call hi 
infirmities and 


attention to his 
suggest that he procure corre 
tive treatment. 


We must serve at least inal 
advisory capacity in the proper 
development of the Physical Edue 
cation Program. | 
equipment, per= 
to carry out 
the \ex- 


It takes time, 
sonnel and money 
these Yet, 
pense of such a program is, prop 
rated among the student body We 
that the cost 


ideas. when 


will find, I am sure, 
is small. 
years later, the percentage had 
increased to 34 cents. 
2 
Thousands of ‘s every 


farme! 
year visit the Main Station, its 


| Substations, and its Expel! riment 
| : rr . ‘ 
Fields. There they see researeh in 


action and study research results; 
all of which has a bearing and 
influence on agricultural progress 


in Alabama. ; 


To maintain its present sem 
vices to farmers as a research 
agency, the Agrigultural Experi 
ment Station of Alabama Poly 
technic Institute is asking fcr less 
than a 10 per cent increase m 
appropriations over its present 


budget. 


\These have not been added. 
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| Vancement must be justified if} 
| We are to attract and hold the 
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i Pharmacy. Facilities 


> 


Half Present Group 


By L. S. Blake 
The most outstanding need of 
the School of Pharmacy at the 


ing. At present quartered in Ross 
Chemical Laboratory, the facili- 
ties are entirely inadequate. 
These facilities were built to ac- 
commodate 100. The present’ en- 
rollment is 197. It is anticipated 
that the enrollment will reach 
250 by September of 1947. Double 
sections are having to be run in 
pharmacognosy, dispensing phar- 
macy, and operative pharmacy 
laboratories. As .the freshman 
and sophomore classes move up 
to the junior and senior years the 
congestion will be even worse. 
Additional teaching and main- 


imited By Lack 

limited By Lac 

(i Lab Space tenance funds will have to be 
made available to the School if 


By C. L. Hare it is to meet the teaching de- 
ei = eee 5. : . |mands made on it by the increase 
The School of Chemistry 1s]. . , 
; ‘ . : in student body. Four teachers 
goss Chemical Labo- 
sega eee can not be expected to do the 
iilding which was de- : TER 
teaching and administer the work 
for a student body : : 
of 250 students in a professional 


DEAN C.k, HARE 


' 


—__— 


lof 2000. It is doubtful if the plan- 
; course. 
ners thought the enrollment ; mae 
would ever reach 6000, but wings| We have neither facilities nor 


staff to carry on a research or 
graduate program. 

It is inconceivable that the 
School of Pharmacy should not 
carry on a graduate program. 
Alabama boys and girls should 
are forced to|have the same opportunity, based 
extend length of residence be-|upon having had graduate work, 
cause of delay in, getting into|to assume positions requiring 
chemistry classes which are pre-| this high training as have the 


were planned for future growth. 


space limits the num- 
ber of students who can enroll 
in chemistry classes. 


Many students 


requisites other courses. The| youth of adjoining states. 

chemical engineering laboratories| The shortage of graduate 
dopnot meet minimum standards.| pharmacists in Alabama is most 
Laboratory technology does not] acute. There are counties in Ala- 


ar Sha whe . “ : : e . 
have a place which it can call its}bama without a single registered 


own. pharmacist. There is hardly a 
A research program is. neces- onus cs ore ee hewn > 
. 5 7 a Y- 

essary to attract and stimulate mee. — Sete “7 : i ae © 
members of the staff, as well as dy e aks cre ‘ we 
to offer advanced training to could place 2oU graduates: in Tre- 


sponsible positions right now. 


qualified stud . 
There are openings for 200 new 


dents inspire 


nts. Graduate stu- 
undergraduates and 


BRE Thtancc interest meee te stores in Alabama at the present. 

healthy influence on those who This is opportunity unlimited. 

are working toward the first de- 

gree. Research requires space. YOURS Is 

Staff members gladly engage in 

reséarch if space is provided, and 

advanced students can gain valu- THE CHALLENGE 

able experience in working with 

them. By Harry M: “Happy” Davis 
The heart of a chemistry build- Secretary, Auburn Alumni 

ing*is its’ library. Our library Association 

does not contain all of the refer-| For 90 years now this Great 

ences it should have although |{nstitution has stood the test of 

the sources of information are| many a storm: For 90 years young 

better. than the facilities for] men and women have come and 


using. them. The library» should 
be enlarged to at least twice its 
present size, 


gone. For 90 years young men 
and women have passed through 
“Main Gate.” The stone stair- 
ways of Langdon Hall have-seen 
them all. There will be more: 

Today, we'see, after.years of 
war, a re-awakening. at..Auburn 
with a student body larger than 
any other year in its history. Au- 
burn’s prestige as an outstanding 
institution is recognized every- 
where. 

The prestige of a college is a 
reciprocal thing, in.a large meas- 
ure proportional’ to the former 
students who remember that 
their fundamental knowledge 
was gained from the unselfish 
zeal of the faculty of that college. 
The strength of an Alumni As- 
sociation, the standing of its 
members in their communities 
and .in industry .and business 
beams into and is reflected’ “by 
that prestigue. 

Presented to you in this issue 
are the budget requests for the 
biennium ending September. 30, 
1949 as submitted by the Auburn 
Administration to the State Di- 


The building has a total of four 
classrooms. As many as 11 classes 
are scheduled at the same hour 
and 40 classes are now scheduled 
during the hours from eight un- 
til twelve. Classrooms, labora- 
tories, offices, and a central 
stockroom must be built in addi- 
tional space if the school is to 
Provide service courses for the 
Other schools on the campus, con- 
tinue ‘professional training for its 
degree curricula, and maintain a 
research program. 


_ Efforts to make additions to 
Our staff emphasize the fact that 
Our salaries are well below those 
Offtered in industry. Our budget 
Should provide salaries commen- 
urate with those offered by. sim- 
ilar * institutions. A reasonablé 
living standard must be guaran- 
teed and reasonable hopes of ad- 


Staff necessary for the work, 


| 
Built to Aceumodate 


present moment is a new : 


The Auburn Alumnews 


L. S. Blake, dean of School 
of Pharmacy. 


rector of Finance. Probably a lot 
of those who read this will never 
have stopped to think of educa- 
tion as a business. A glance at the 
request will quickly clarify this 
point. You will see that Auburn 
has requested $6,343,720 for cur- 
rent operations and $19,520,730 
for building needs for a student 
ody of 7,000 for the years 1947- 
48 and 1948-49. 

Nothing will aid the progress 
of a State more than an outstand- 
ing educational program. In this 
respect our State, the State of 
Alabama, is 


woefully lacking. 


The potential strength of our 
State has never been realized and 
it never will be until the various 
educational programs of the State 
are allowed sufficient funds on 
which to operate. Let us not look 
for someone on which to place 
the blame unless we assume part 
ourselves. 
Maybe we have not had an occa- 
sion to be reminded of our re- 
sponsibility. We can excuse the 
past perhaps, but not the future. 


of the responsibility 


Those of you who attended Au- 
burn, you the Alumni—to those 
who have basked in the reflected 
glory of Auburn—to you the 
challenge comes forth. The recip- 
rocal thing of which we speak 
now, after 90 years, seeks your 
help. Will you answer? 


The Citizen’s Committee, 


citizens, 


| School of Home Ec 
‘Needs Building And 


Alabama Polytechnic 


above, 


Larger Faculty 


By Marion W. Spidle 

If “Auburn’s School of Home 
Economics is to fulfill its fune- 
tions we cannot afford to lag be- 
hind other State institutions and 
Land-Grant Colleges because of 
overloaded faculty members, in- 
adequate housing, and poorly 
equipped laboratories. The very 
nature of our campus set up by 
our Federal Government gives 
Home Economics a prominent 
place on the campus and attracts 
the very finest young women in 
the State to our campus for home 
economics training offered at 
Institute. 
Hundreds of graduates occupying 
prominent positions in the United 
States, England and Puerto Rico 
are sufficient testimony of the 
quality of training we are doing. 

At present it is impossible to 
supply the demand we receive 
each quarter for our graduates in 
every major field in home eco- 
nomics. In pioneer days home 
economics was considered a ¢a- 
reer profession and there was 
little correlation between teach- 


jing home economics and educa- 


tion and education for home and 
family living. Today we realize 
that we have done an excellent 
job in training youngwomen for 
homemaking as well as for pro- 
fessional fields. We find business, 
industry, and research asking for 
home economics trained women 
in every walk of life. Because 
our majors are well! trained in 
related fields of chemistry; bac- 
teriology and social studies, we 
receive many calls from textile 
chemists, pharmaceutical labora- 
tories and draftsmen for home 
economics trained- women. 


If we are to maintain our pres- 
ent standards.or expand to meet 
the increasing demand for home 
economics trained women, it will 
be absolutely necessary to in- 
crease the number of faculty 
members and the physical facili- 
ties for teaching. in more and 


larger laboratories. 


The School ef Home Economics 
is housed 


“ 


-+ 


Page Seven 


Mes, MARION W. SPIDLE 


many times remodeled for vari- 
ous and sundry uses. It was never 
planned to house home ‘economics 
laboratories and it is impossible 
to remodel or equip it to ade- 
quately care for the present 
equipment in the building: ~ 

For instance, we are unable to 
use the hot plates on the nutri- 
tion laboratory desks because the 
circuit will not begin to carry 
the overload. To overload would 
be a definite fire hazard and to 
install a new circuit would be 
very expensive. With this handi- 
cap itis clear to see that we are 
hampered in the use of some of 
the utilities and space we might 
use. This is just one of the many 
physical limitations under which 
we are struggling in-our present 
inadequate housing. 


We strongly request the fol- 
lowing program for the School 
of Home Economics: 


a. Erection of the new build- 
ing as outlined. and approved in 
the 1941 building plan $319,000.00 

b. Equipment of 
Duidings Lsi65.ce .. 20,000.00 

ec. Increased budget 
to care for additional 
faculty and increased 
salaries for the present 


POY: EE POE? ee . 76,080.00 
$415,080.00 
e. Space’ and budget for es- 


tAblishing department of Home 
Economics Research (included in 


in an- old buildingiNew Building budget.) 


appointed by Dr. Austin Meadows, state superintendent of 
education, plans a statewide public relations program to present the educational picture: to 
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(Continued from page a 


- Chairman of the Citizen’s Ad- 
55; ier a Council, Mr. Gilmore's 


% applause, emphasized the 
2 es - ghameful inadequacies of Ala- 
- , bama education and expressed 
; Whe belief that once the people 
of this state were properly in- 
formed of the true conditions 
Yelief would be forthcoming. 


os Nate “Personally, I’m for action,” 
he concluded... ° 


Upon the motion of API Presi- 
dent Luther N. Duncan, the edu- 
cators voted to appoint a citi- 
-zen’s committee to draw up rec- 
ommendations for action and a 
plan. of procedure. / 


The drive at ‘preven has ome 
énain objectives: 


t 


< (1) To inform and educate Ala- 
A foeg everywhere as to the 


63) To: urge a special session of 
the legislature for the purpose of 
action to secure the necessary 
mands to insure a sound educa- 
 $tional program on all levels. 


Not that the schools, common 
and college alike, do not appre- 
- -\ ciate the budget of $47,000,000 
¢ ile *that the Finance and Taxation 
Et hay ‘Interim Committee has ear- 
marked and recommended for 
_ their use for 1947-48. They are 
“grateful and they réalize that 
this sum represents an increase 
_ from the amount appropriated by 
- “former legislatures. And school- 
fe men everywhere realize that the 
Finance and Taxation Commit- 
tee is faced with the problem of 
eon" " Bjbalanced overall state budget. 


_ But the total school budget is 
ASG till $6,000,000.00 short of the 
ts oe ie requested. Three pqints 
a Liga tg he made clear here: 
. (1) The $53,000,000 requested 
f&cpresented a minimum budget. 


‘4 (2) This amount was for opera- 
tional and administrative ex- 
- Benses only. 


~ @) No building needs or ex- 
 pansion—no eapital outlay—was 
included: in this total figure. 


-It appears that both the In- 
ferim Committee on Education 
and the Interim Committee on 
_ Finance’ and Taxation are in 
Somewhat general agreement as 
to the need of money for. educa- 
tion in Alabama, The point of 
_ ‘disagreement—not argument—is 
the manner in which the money. 
“"@ay be raised. 


“In any event,” as a spokes- 
man said, "the issue should be 
pe up to the people. And the 

nly way to bring it to their 
_fimmediate attention is a spe- 

— tial legislative session, out of 
‘which might come a suggested 
constitutional amendment.” 


. ‘Even while the meeting of Ala- 
ama educators was in session 
the Interim Committee on Edu- 
Mh ca be was completing its report 
‘to the legislature. The report was 
most- sympathetic to all state- 
supported education, and recom- 
\ sated a the minimum program 
‘€or’ public schools and colleges be 
ptt gerd oat 


‘ The. Interim Committee on 
Education has been praised by all 
groups — interested — and disin- 
- terested—for its fine survey of 
educational facilities in Alabama, 
@nd its thoughtful, challenging 
eecommendations. This commit- 
tee saw firsthand the educational 
~ @ctne- in“ Alabama, From * Red? 


tate, which drew spontaneous > 


Educational Crisis Must Be Faced Now 


Bay to Green Bay and from 
Point Clear to Bridgeport these 
: capable— 
saw the tragic results of the “too 
little, too late’”’ penny wise, pound 
foolish policy that has hamstrung 


men —sincere, alert, 


Alabama education for... “lo, 


these many years.” 


Now what will this mean to 


Alabama education in, genéral— 


this $6,000,000 differential be- 


tween the amount. requested and 


amount recommended by the In- 


terim Committee on Finance and 


Taxation? 


~ 


Superintendent of Education, 


stresses a major loss to Ala- 


bama’s _ public school system: 
“Our $1,500,000 deficit will make 
it impossible to employ teachers 


‘|to relieve the overcrowding now 


present in schools, or to take 
care of inereasing enrollment, 
especially in high schools.” 


-The problem of teacher over- 
load in the white ~ elementary 
schools of Alabama>is most seri- 


ous. In elementary schools, 2600 


white teachers have 41 or more 
pupils per teacher; 536 elemen- 
tary white teachers have 51 or 
more pupils per teacher. 


“At the same time,” continues 
Dr. Meadows, “the lack of re- 
quested funds will mean that 
school transportation will be 
crippled and school administra- 
tive operation will remain ata 
standstill.” y 


Alabama’s 3,000 schoolbuses, 
each built for 46 persons, trans- 
port an average of 75 children 
to and from school daily. On 
one bus viewed by the Interim 
Committee on Education, 90 
pupils were jammed like wood- 
en soldiers into a bus built for 
48. Unlike wooden soldiers, 
they would break and bleed in 
case of an accident, 


The State Department of Edu- 
cation asked for money to fi- 
nance 8,000 new classrooms and 
1,000 new buses..No money was 
provided for these purposes. With 
regard to need “for classrooms, 
Supt. Meadows told the writer 
that this year 559 public schools 
operated in churchessand 842 in 
private buildings—mostly shacks. 


“The Interim Committee on 
Education thought enough of our 
needs to recommend $15,000,000 
annually for capital outlay — in 
other words, for construction of 
buildings and purchase of buses,” 
said Dr. Meadows. 


For. vocational education in|. 


Alabama’s public schools the pic- 
ture is even darker, The consid- 


erable deficit in this department | 


due to the sharp knife of the 
Finance and Taxation Committee 
will mean that the salaries of vo- 
cational teachers will have to be 
reduced. Nor can _ additional 
teachers be employed. 


“Public school programs for 


crippled children and adults will fF 


have to be drastically curtailed,” 
said Dr, Meadows, 


Alabama’s new teacher retire- 
ment program came in for a de- 


crease from the minimum re-} 


quested. Dr, Meadows points out 
that this cut will mean that un- 
less the state agrees at q later 
date to pay off the debt which 
will be incurred to maintain the 


program that “someone will be 
in great danger of losing his re- 
tirement privileges.” 

The State Department of Edu- 
cation itself had requested $240,- 
000 for ¢urrent operating ex- 


Dr. Austin R. Meadows, State 


‘amounts 


bye oS eee ee . ve - se y 
penses. This request was cut to 


$120,000, the current appropria- 
tion. 


“This means,” said Dr. Mea- 
dows, “that we will be unable to 
fill four important supervisory 
posts now open and needed® Our 
total allocation here in the De- 
partment of Education for travel, 
printing, office supplies, and oth- 
er miscellaneous expenses is only 
$25,000. This is hardly an effec- 
tive budget.” 


. Failure to provide necessary 
funds will also mean that the 
45,000 Alabama children (white 
and black) between the ages of 
six and 18 now not in any school 
will be further neglected. 


High onthe list of state ser- 
vices hampered by the insuffi- 
cient budget recommendations is 


the extension of free textbooks 


through junior high school. An 
increase of $1,165,000 asked for 
this purpose. was refused. , 


Discussing conditions of edu- 
cation among Negroes in Ala- 
bama Dr. Meadows described 
them as “unbelievably bad.” 
He said that frequently there 
were as many as 80 to 100 
pupils per teacher, often in 
one-room barns and shacks, 


. The value of well-financed 
education to a state is shown in 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce re- 
ports which show a definite, high 
correlation between god educa- 
tion in a state and the amount of 
retail sales. 


Dr. Meadows illustrated this 
fact as it applies to Alabama. He 
said that in 1901, Alabama spent 
a total of one million dollars on 
education and the assessed value 
of all property in the state was 
262 millions. In 1946, when the 
state spent about 44 millions for 
all lower and higher education, 
the property valuation in Ala- 
bama had been increased to $1, 


1 169,000,000.00 


In summing up the present 
plight of the public schools of 
Alabama, Supt. Meadows proud- 
ly pointed to a National Educa- 
tion Association research project 
which shows that Alabama ranks 
next to the top (second only to 
Pennsylvania) in good .adminis- 
trative procedures and in equita- 
ble distribution of funds allotted 
it for education. 


“The: only catch,” he adds re- 


-gretfully, “is that we have never 
‘heen given the funds to ade- 


quately support a statewide edu- 
cational program that would be a 
credit to Alabama. It’s like hav- 
ing a Lincoln automobile out on 
the road with no gas to run it.” 


Higher education in Alabama 
suffered considerably greater 
financial cutbacks than did 
the elementary and secondary 
schools. The University of Ala- 
bama, Auburn, and the five 
state teachers’ colleges at Troy, 
Livingston, Jacksonville, Flor- 
ence and Montgomery request- 
ed for maintenance a total of 
$5,766,502. T he Finance and 
Taxation Interim Committee 
recommended appropriations 
totaling $3,204,000—leaving a 
deficit of more than $2,500,- 
000.00. 


Individual requests and 
granted each institu- 
tion included: 


‘1. University of Alabama, for 
maintenance, and not including 
Research, Extension, or the Medi- 


cal College, requested $2,298,- 


597.00. The recommendation was | 


for $1,150,000.00. The deficit is 


$1,148,597.00. 
2: Alabama” Polytechnic Insti- 


tute, for maintenance, and not 
inéluding Extension, Research, 
or School of Forestry, requested 
$2,250,000. The recommendation 
was for $1,000,000.00 The deficit 
is $1,250, 000. 00. 


3. The —five ate Teacher’s 
Colleges _requested a total of 
$1,217,905.00. The recommenda- 
tion was f6r $1,054,000. The defi- 
cit is $163,905.00. 


What will this total deficit of 
more than $2,500,000.00 mean in 
Alabama’s education picture at 
the college level? The writer in- 
terviewed college presidents, 
deans, directors, research profes- 
sors, administrative personnel, 
and jother interested and allied 
individuals. Nowhere did he find 
anything except a consensus that 
this lack of adequate. finances 
will mean the handcuffing of our 
colleges just at a time when they 
need all their strength to meet 
the challenge. Many persons in 
responsible positions predicted 
the colleges could not continue to 
open their doors to new students 


unless more money were. pro- 
vided. 
In all the interviews, certain 


basic points were emphasilzed. 
Seven major facts seem clear: 


1. The colleges must continue 
to employ unqualified teachers: 
In every. institution of - higher 
learning in Alabama today a 
great many teaching positions are 
held by instructors who, in nor- 
mal times, would not rate a sec- 
ond consideration for their jobs. 
Often, instruction is being hand- 
led by young college graduates 
with no advanced ~degrees, and 
with no teaching experience, 


2. Instruction given ‘is “water- 
ed”: By this is meant that the 
overload of students per teacher 
makes it impossible to give high 
quality, individualized  instruc- 
tion. Insufficient teachers and 
lack of adequate classroom space 
combine to make this problem 
very real in every Alabama col- 
lege, 


3. Curtailment of Graduate 
Work: Unless sufficient funds 
are provided the Graduate: work 
offered by Alabama colleges will 
suffer. And this will occur at a 
time when, more than ever be- 
fore, there should be expansion 
in the work leading to the grant- 
ing of advanced degrees. Some 
public school systems now re- 
quire their teachers to have Mas- 
ter’s. Others will eventually fol- 
low suit. Are we to penalize Ala- 
bama’s youth by failing to pro- 
vide such training within our 
own state? 


4. Abandonment of Planned 
Research: All progress depends 
upon research. Yet, with thous- 
ands of students demanding basic 
college education and with insuf- 
ficient money being recommend- 
ed for the maintenance of such 
higher education in Alabama, all 
available funds must be devoted 
to classroom instruction. This 
leaves research a cripple, instead 
of a trail-blazer. 


5. Reduction of Student Activi- 
ties and Services: The health and 
welfare of college students-is a 
primary concern of any educa- 
tional progarm. Mental and phy- 
sical health demand that good 
programs of social life, physical 
education, recreation, and other 
student activities be provided. 
However, again, such vital needs 
must go relatively unheeded for 
lack of money with which to 
sponsor them, 


6. Teacher-training will suffer: 
Today in our state and national 
life teachers by the thousands 


are leaving the classrooms’ in| 
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search of. other employment, 
Teacher-training thus assumes 
new importance. The colleges of 
Alabama have the task of staff. 
ing the public schools of our) 
state. Most estimates show that 
even with an enlarged program, © 
it will take from 10 to 15 yes S 
to complete this job. Yet, reduced 
appropriations will cut drasticals. 
ly into the supply of trained} 
teachers the colleges can pros | 
duce, | 

7. Reduced Enrollment and Inte 
creased Fees: With recommended 
amounts below minimum operate | 
ing requests, the two alternativeg) 
now discussed by college officialg 
are those of reduced enrollmentg) 
and increased fees. Both actiong 
may be necessary. 


y 

If enrollment must be curtaile) i 
ed, this means that the veterang - 
who have already lost several of | 
their most>productive years wil], 
be penalized even further, The | 
current group of young high 


school graduates will also sufy 
fer. my 
There is another point which — 
makes the college outlook even 
darker. That is the fact that cole 
lege instruction at the juniomes 
senior level costs more than twiee 
as much as instruction at ther 
freshman-sophomore level a 
A study at Auburn, made by 
Dr. David Mullins, Research Pedi 
fessor in Education, repo! ‘ts a” 
condition typical at othe Ala« — 
bama colleges, Dr. Mullins in 
out that: “In the Fall Qi artes 
1946, *three-fourths of the total 
hours of instruction given by tH * 
institution was at the freshmania 
sophomore level. Slightly over 70 
percent of the student body, om 
about 4,500, was enrolled in th@ , 
first two years... This meang 
that during the next two yearg 
the cost of the instructional pros 
gram will be at least three times N 
as great as at present.” Z Y 
Here, then, is the crisis a 
faces the State of Alabama. They a 
story above is merely an “outing F 
of the tragic picture written in 
the daily lives of Alabama % 
youth. 


It “has often been said a 
to be educated in the South is to © 
grow up under a handicap of ‘ 
deficiencies. Are we to continue — 
to,allow them to exist in tha” ; 
Atomic Age, as well as in days — 
past? Alabama's first order of 
unfinished business is educations : 
The motion is before the people. — 
Are we ready for the Question? — 


Frank Boyd, Pres., Aubura , : 


Alumni Association, urg® . 
Alumni support of Aubursia aE 


heeds. (See stoty on page 2 4° 


